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Session 15: Small farmers and global food-security governance: waiting for coherence
Organized by: Oxfam International
Date: Thursday, 16 September, 14:15 – 16:15
Meeting Room: CR
ABSTRACT
Governments are legally bound to ensure the right to food for all. Nevertheless, today there are one billion hungry people in the world, and millions more are food-insecure. There is a need to develop a global food-security governance system that bridges the divide between the conflicting visions and interests of various stakeholders.

The world food system – consisting of the actors dealing with food production, transformation and trade, as well as the national and international rules and policies that set the framework for their actions – is not functioning in a way that provides food for all.

At local, national and global levels, the right polices and institutions are not yet in place. In any poor countries, mechanisms for regulating food markets and promoting agriculture investment were scrapped under the “structural adjustment programmes”, meaning less support for small farmers and more instability in agricultural markets. At the global level, rules are still rigged against the poor and vulnerable.

Oxfam’s session intends to answer the following questions: 

1. Is it possible to provide an enabling international environment for the promotion and protection of the right to adequate food?

2. How can we develop effective and coherent global policies and regulations to address the trans-boundary causes of food insecurity?

3. How can we ensure the provision of coordinated policy, technical and financial assistance in support of regional- and country-led processes?
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