
[image: image2]
INT/SUB/767

2
[image: image4.wmf]



Session 26: Key issues in trade, development and climate change
Organized by: Third World Network
Date: Friday, 17 September, 09:00 – 11:00
Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT

There are a number of developments occurring outside the World Trade Organization (WTO) that are shaping world trade. This session will provide an opportunity to update those involved with the WTO on the way these developments can impact on the WTO and its work and, in particular, on whether the disciplines being negotiated in regional and bilateral trade agreements, climate change and intellectual property enforcement are compatible with WTO obligations and safeguards. 

Speakers will investigate:

· whether bilateral and regional trade agreements being negotiated between developed and developing countries would undermine the special and differential treatment and flexibilities that developing countries have obtained at the WTO;
· whether trade agreements can offer a way to enforce climate-change measures; 
· whether trade agreements may be an obstacle to the measures needed to deal with climate change; and
· whether the additional intellectual property (IP) enforcement obligations being negotiated in a number of fora (including the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement) undermine existing flexibilities and safeguards in the WTO’s Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, even for countries which are not party to these IP-enforcement agreements. The effect of these provisions on generic medicine manufacturers, importers, exporters and consumers, for example, will also be examined.
The implications for developing countries of the above-mentioned issues and the current proposals in the Doha Work Programme will also be addressed.
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