Session 23: Sustainable Development

Rainforest Alliance

MAKING GLOBALISATION SUSTAINABLE

 How Business-NGO  partnerships can contribute to conservation and promote sustainable livelihoods -  a look at African and Latin American experiences 
The workshop will share an international NGO’s experience in partnering with business to harness globalisation  with  shared objectives of promoting sustainable agriculture, alleviating poverty, conserving natural resources and protecting biodiversity. The example of the partnership between the Rainforest Alliance, Kraft, GTZ and other actors in the coffee and cocoa sector will illustrate how civil society and the private sector can effectively work together.

The session will also show how mainstream and global supply chains can engage in a  businesslike and practical way to work on the three pillars of sustainability, i.e. environmental protection, economic liability and social justice.

The panel will be composed of a farmer representative, a business person from Kraft and a representative of the Rainforest Alliance, who will demonstrate together with a concrete example how sustainability can work in the field and in the mainstream business sector and how this is supported by increasing consumer support through a conscientious change in committed consumption behaviour.

The experience of the Rainforest Alliance and one of its private sector partners will add an interesting perspective to the programme of the WTO’s public forum. 

The Rainforest Alliance is an international NGO operating in some 60 countries around the world. The three main areas of activities in the context of sustainability are:

· Forestry (largest certifier of sustainable managed forests and forestry products)
· Agriculture

· Tourism

Panellists:

· Roland Higgins, NGO Representative, Rainforest Alliance, Brussels

· Julius Ng'ang'a, African Farmer Representative, Sustainability Coordinator
Sustainable Management Services, ECOM
· Boers Brita Westelius, Coffee Industry Representative, Manager EU Category Communications Coffee/Cheese&Dairy, Kraft Foods Europe GmbH
 
Moderator: 

· Bernward Geier, President, Colabora

More information on www.rainforest-alliance.org 
__________________
