Session 2: Coherence
Appellate Body Secretariat
WTO Dispute Settlement—Its Impact on the Multilateral Trading System and its Role in a Globalized World
The WTO dispute settlement system is one of the most active mechanisms for dispute resolution in today's globalized world.  It is generally considered to be efficient and effective in "providing security and predictability" to the multilateral trading system and thus to the Members of the WTO.  At the same time, the WTO and its dispute settlement system are part of a broader trend of rapid development and specialization of international law in a globalized world.  This trend has been accompanied by the multiplication of regional and international adjudicative systems.  Some consider these positive trends towards rule-oriented international relations; certain observers have expressed concerns about overlaps and potential conflicts and divergence, and have emphasized the need for coherence; while others are skeptical of the increasing role of adjudicative mechanisms in international relations in view of their potential impact on national sovereignty.

This panel will examine the role of the WTO dispute settlement system in the multilateral trading system and, more generally, on the broader context of the deepening and specialization of international law.  It will explore the following questions, among others:

· What is the role of the WTO dispute settlement system within the multilateral trading system?  What impact does it have on the other functions of the WTO?

· What is the role of adjudication in international relations? What are the consequences of judicialization for national sovereignty?  
· How does WTO law and its dispute settlement system relate to other areas of international law and their corresponding mechanisms for dispute settlement?  What are the consequences of the rapid development and growing specialization of international law and of the increasing number of international and regional adjudicative systems?  Are divergence and potential conflicts an issue? How can coherence be achieved?  
Moderator:

· Professor Giorgio Sacerdoti, Chairman of the Appellate Body

Panellists: 
· Professor Merit Janow, Member of the Appellate Body

· Professor Georges Abi-Saab, Member of the Appellate Body 

· Ambassador Bruce Gosper, Chairman of the WTO Dispute Settlement Body and Permanent Representative of Australia to the WTO

· Professor Joel Trachtman, Tufts University
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