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Background –on our work in progress

• Objective: improve understanding of the 
commercial and economic importance of TBT 
specific trade concerns (STCs)

• Approach: matching the products (HS codes, in 
WTO Trade Concerns database) subject to STCs with 
trade data (imports of responding Members)

• Result: value of trade that is covered by STCs, which 
could potentially be eased by cooperation in the 
TBT Committee

• Caveats: no judgment on whether STCs are trade 
barriers; no assumptions on resolution of STCs



How much trade is covered by new STCs?

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

C
o

ve
ra

ge
 r

at
io

: P
er

ce
n

ta
ge

 in
 w

o
rl

d
 im

p
o

rt
s

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
ST

C
s

Number of new STCs Coverage ratio: new STCs

Source: WTO Secretariat analysis



How much trade is covered by new and previously
raised STCs?
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Which Members are most frequently responding to STCs?
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Which products covered by STCs are most significant in 
value terms?
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Key findings (preliminary)

• on average, an STC raised in the TBT Committee covers USD
29 billion of imports in the year it was first raised;

• between 2002-2020, new STCs covered on average USD 786
billion of imports per year, representing 5.4% of global
imports.

• between 2002-2020, new and previously-raised STCs
together covered on average USD 2,419 billion of imports
per year, representing 16.7% of global imports.

• Indication of the important value of trade that may be
hindered by regulatory bottlenecks, and for which
cooperation in the TBT Committee could facilitate solutions
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