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FOREWORD

Welcoming new members to the WTO is a highlight of my position as
Director-General. The tangible sense of pride that I have felt from
acceding governments — and their expectations of what membership will
mean for their citizens - is a reminder of the importance of the multilat-
eral trading system. Thirty-three new members have joined the WTO
since it was established in 1995. At the time of writing we have 161
members, covering 98 per cent of the global economy, and there are over
twenty more countries in the process of joining.

Increasing the membership of the WTO has always been a priority for
our organization — not as an end in itself, but as a means to extend the
coverage of multilateral trade rules. When a new country goes through
the process of integrating into the multilateral trading system, we see tariffs
lowered, market access increased, and the principles of non-discrimination,
transparency and predictability extended. In addition, in the WTO’s
dispute settlement system, new members have access to one of the most
highly regarded bodies in international law to help them to resolve trade
disputes in a fair and objective manner. The overall effect of increasing
the membership is therefore to boost growth and increase stability in the
global economy.

This book seeks to tell the story of WTO accessions and show the
importance of our work in this area. Over fifty contributors from inside
and outside the WTO assess the results of our efforts and how they have
served the trading system. As a result, these pages contain a mix of
analysis, experience and lessons for the future. They highlight the value
of accessions in increasing market access, supporting domestic reforms
and contributing to rule making in the WTO.

The contributors include chief negotiators of original members; chief
negotiators of members which have acceded since 1995; highly regarded
economists, lawyers and academics; and experts from the WTO, World
Bank, International Monetary Fund and the International Trade Centre.
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xviii FOREWORD

In considering our work on accessions we should recall the genesis of
this organization. The WTO was first conceived as part of the post-war
Bretton Woods framework of global economic governance, with the aim
of achieving greater openness, prosperity and stability among nations.
This remains central to my vision of the WTO today. By bringing an
increasing number of countries together in an atmosphere of cooperation
and shared rules, the multilateral trading system is a means not just to
achieve growth and development, but also to support peace.

I congratulate everyone who has been involved in producing this
important book - particularly the contributors and the co-editors. It is
an excellent contribution to the debate on the work of the WTO during
our twentieth anniversary year.

Roberto Azevédo
WTO Director-General



