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Fourth Protocol to the General Agreement on Trade in Services

Done at Geneva on 15 April 1997
Entry into force: 5 February 1998242
Text: WTO Treaty Series No. 14, WTO BISD 1997 Vol. 3/4-5, WT/Let/140, S/L/20

UN Registration: 27 April 1999, 31874, No. 45741

UNTS: 2061 UNTS 209

Relevant clauses

1. Upon the entry into force of this Protocol, a Schedule of Specific Commitments and a List of Exemptions
from Article Il concerning basic telecommunications annexed to this Protocol relating to a Member shall, in
accordance with the terms specified therein, supplement or modify the Schedule of Specific Commitments and
the List of Article Il Exemptions of that Member.

2. This Protocol shall be open for acceptance, by signature or otherwise, by the Members concerned until
30 November 1997.243

3. This Protocol shall enter into force on 1 January 1998 provided it has been accepted by all Members
concerned. If by 1 December 1997 the Protocol has not been accepted by all Members concerned, those
Members which have accepted it by that date may decide, prior to 1 January 1998, on its entry into force.?**

4, This Protocol shall be deposited with the Director-General of the WTO. The Director-General of the WTO
shall promptly furnish to each Member of the WTO a certified copy of this Protocol and notifications of acceptances
thereof.

Acceptances

Acceptance Entry into force Notification

Antigua and Barbuda.......ccccceeeeiiiiiiieeecceeee s 15 Dec 1997 5 Feb 1998 WT/Let/203
WT/Let/213

31 Jul 1998 31 Jul 1998 WT/Let/236
AUSEFalia. e 25 Nov 1997 5 Feb 1998 WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

AUSEIIR ettt 28 Nov 1997 5 Feb 1998 WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

Bangladesh .......cccvvviiiieeeee e 30 Nov 1997 5 Feb 1998 WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

BelgiUM .o 26 May 1998 26 May 1998 WT/Let/222
BelIZE ettt 17 Dec 1997 5 Feb 1998 WT/Let/203
WT/Let/213

Argentina

242 5ee WT/Let/213.
243 0On 19 December 1997, the Council for Trade in Services extended the deadline for acceptance to 31 July 1998 (S/L/51).

244 pursuant to the Decision of the Council for Trade in Services to extend the time limit for acceptance of the Protocol and
pursuant to the Decision of the Members having accepted the Protocol by 1 December 1997 to decide on the date of entry into force of the
Protocol, in accordance with paragraph 3 of the Protocol and the Decision of the Council for Trade in Services to re-establish the mandate
of such Members, the Protocol entered into force for the Members concerned on 5 February 1998 (S/C/M/25 and S/C/6).
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Bolivia, Plurinational State of

(Signature subject to ratification) ........ccccceveereenene 19 Jan 1998
Ratification ......ccceevverierieiccc e 30 Jul 1998
Brazil (Signature subject to ratification).........c............ 24 Jun 1997
Brunei Darussalam.......cccoocveeeriiiie e 9 Jan 1998
2101 F= - Y o T- T 24 Dec 1997
(67T =T I T USSP SR 10 Nov 1997
(01 =SSR 16 Jun 1998
COolOMDIA..ceiiiieiiieee e 23 Jul 1997
COLE d'IVOINE .eevueeeeiee ettt 6 Nov 1997
Czech RepubliC.. ... 20 Oct 1997
DENMANK ceeiiiiieeite e s 17 Oct 1997
DOMINICAZ% ..ot 26 May 2000
Dominican Republic (Signature ad referendum) ......... 14 Oct 1997
Ratification ...ccooeeiiiieeee s 11 Jun 1998
o T To [ ] S SRR 30 Nov 1997
[ IT YAV o [o ] o 15 Apr 1997
European Union2%.........cooveieieieeeeeeee s 30 Nov 1997
FINIANd oo 6 Nov 1997
FranCe ... 28 Nov 1997
GEIMANY ceiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s erereeenens 28 Nov 1997
Ghana?*’ (Signature subject to ratification) ................ 26 Nov 1997
Ratification ...cccoeeciiieeee s 15 Dec 1998

(G LT =T - P USRS RP SRR 4 Dec 1997
Hong Kong, China ......ccceeeeciiiieeeee e 2 Jun 1997
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WT/Let/236

WT/Let/144

WT/Let/203
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/203
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/198
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/227
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WT/Let/213

WT/Let/191
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/190
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/346

WT/Let/188
WT/Let/227

WT/Let/202
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WT/Let/143
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WT/Let/202
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WT/Let/202
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WT/Let/277
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WT/Let/213
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WT/Let/213

245 On 26 May 2000, the Council for Trade in Services decided to reopen the Protocol for acceptance by Dominica until 30 June

2000 (5/L/86).

246 On 1 December 2009, the European Union succeeded the European Community (WT/Let/679).
247 On 15 December 1998, the Council for Trade in Services decided to reopen the Protocol for acceptance by Ghana until

21 December 1998 (S/L/62).
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Acceptance
HUNZAIY oottt 1 Oct 1997
1CEIANG . 25 Nov 1997
INAIA ettt 10 Nov 1997
INAONESIA . .eeieeieeiieiieeeeee e 3Jul 1997
IFEland ....coeereeeeie e 28 Nov 1997
Israel (Signature subject to ratification)...................... 29 Jul 1997
Ratification ......oeoveeeeeiie e, 27 Nov 1997
ALY e 21 Nov 1997
JaMaAICa oo 28 Nov 1997
JAPAN e e 4 Jul 1997
Korea, Republic of ........cccoiiiiiiiiice e, 27 Nov 1997
LUXEMDOUIE. ... 30 Nov 1997
MalaYSi@.eeeeceiieeeeieie e e 20 Nov 1997
MaAUFIEIUS cooeiiic e, 27 Nov 1997
MEXICO ..veeeiiiiiiiirtec e 26 Nov 1997
MOFOCCO ..covriiiiiiiiiiiiic 10 Oct 1997
Netherlands (for the Kingdom in Europe) ................... 24 Nov 1997
New Zealand........ccooeeiiienieie e 24 Jul 1997
NOFWAY evvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiaiuiaeeearerarerarerererar——————————————————— 26 Sep 1997
Y 1) - [ I 4 Sep 1997
Papua New GUINeaZ™ ..........ooeveeeeeeeeeeee e 11 Apr 2002
PEIU i 4 Jun 1997

Entry into force

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998
5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5Jun 2002
5 Feb 1998

Notification

WT/Let/186
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/198
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/148
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/155
WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/201
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/148

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/187
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/201
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/151
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/180
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/169
WT/Let/213

WT/Let/422

WT/Let/202
WT/Let/213

248 On 5 June 2002, the Council for Trade in Services decided to reopen the Protocol for acceptance by Papua New Guinea on 5

June 2002 (S/L/104).
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25 Apr 2006
29 Jul 1998
16 Oct 1997

16 Jan 1998
27 Nov 1997

28 Jan 1998

24 Oct 1997

31 Oct 1997

27 Nov 1997
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19 Dec 1997

27 Nov 1997
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30 Nov 1997
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25 Nov 1997

30 Nov 1997
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29 Jul 1998

5 Feb 1998
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5 Feb 1998
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5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998
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5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998

5 Feb 1998
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249 0n 11 April 2006, the Council for Trade in Services decided to reopen the Protocol for acceptance by the Philippines until 10

May 2006 (S/L/251).

250 Following the undertaking by the Swiss Government to improve its commitments on basic telecommunications (see page 398
of the Protocol), a revised Schedule of Specific Commitments concerning Basic Telecommunications of Switzerland was certified in document

WT/Let/193.

251 Formerly "Turkey".
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