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Technical notes

the Republic of Korea; and the Separate Customs Territory of
Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu are referenced as: Aruba, the
Netherlands with respect to; Bolivarian Rep. of Venezuela; Hong
Kong, China; Korea, Republic of; and Chinese Taipei respectively.

WTO members are frequently referred to as “countries”, although
some members are not countries in the usual sense of the

word but are officially “customs territories”. The definition of
geographical and other groupings in this report does not imply
an expression of opinion by the WTO Secretariat concerning the
status of any country or territory, the delimitation of its frontiers,
nor the rights and obligations of any WTO member in respect of
WTO agreements. The colours, boundaries, denominations and
classifications in the maps of the publication do not imply, on the
part of the WTO, any judgement on the legal or other status of any
territory, or any endorsement or acceptance of any boundary.

There are no WTO definitions of “developed” and “developing”
economies. Members announce for themselves whether they
are “developed” or “developing” economies. The references

to developing and developed economies, as well as any other
sub-categories of members used in this report, are for statistical
purposes only, and do not imply an expression of opinion by the
Secretariat concerning the status of any country or territory, the
delimitation of its frontiers, nor the rights and obligations of any
WTO member in respect of WTO agreements.

Throughout this report, South and Central America and the
Caribbean is referred to as South and Central America.

The data supplied in the World Trade Report 2020 are valid as of
1 September 2020.
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Comoros Madagascar Mozambique South Africa Zimbabwe

Democratic Republic of

the Congo

South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA)

Afghanistan Bhutan Maldives Pakistan Sri Lanka

Bangladesh India Nepal

West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU)
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Republic
Cambodia Malaysia Philippines Thailand Viet Nam

Indonesia




TECHNICAL NOTES

South Asia
Afghanistan Bhutan Maldives Pakistan Sri Lanka
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Korea, Republic of
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**Observer governments
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Previous World Trade Reports

2z WORLD TRADE

Services have become the most dynamic component of global trade, yet the
extent of services’ contribution to global trade is not always understood. The
World Trade Report 2019 attempts to remedy this by examining how trade in
services is evolving and why services trade matters.

The World Trade Report 2018 examines how digital technologies — in particular
RERORT 5018 the Internet of Things, artificial intelligence, 3D printing and Blockchain —
affect trade costs, the nature of what is traded and the composition of trade.
It estimates how global trade may be affected by these technologies over the
next 15 years.

Trade, technology and jobs

The World Trade Report 2017 examines how technology and trade affect
employment and wages. It analyses the challenges for workers and firms in
adjusting to changes in labour markets and how governments can facilitate
i such adjustment to ensure that trade and technology are inclusive.

L4

Levelling the trading field for SMEs

The World Trade Report 2016 examines the participation of small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in international trade. It looks at how the
international trade landscape is changing for SMEs and what the multilateral
trading system does and can do to encourage SME participation in global
markets.

WORLD TRADE

REPORT 2017

2017 o34

2016

The WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), agreed by WTO members at
the Ministerial Conference in December 2013, is the first multilateral trade
agreement concluded since the establishment of the WTO in 1995. This
Report is the first detailed study of the potential impacts of the TFA, based on
analysis of the final agreement text.

2015

This Report looks at four major trends that have changed the relationship
between trade and development since the start of the millennium: the
economic rise of developing economies, the growing integration of global
production through supply chains, the higher prices for agricultural goods and
natural resources, and the increasing interdependence of the world economy.
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Factors shaping th ture of world trade

This Report looks at what has shaped global trade in the past and reviews
how demographic change, investment, technological progress, developments
in the transport and energy/natural resource sectors, as well as trade-related
policies and institutions, will affect international trade.

Trade and public policies: A closer look at non-tariff measures in the 215t century

World Trade
Report

Regulatory measures for trade in goods and services raise challenges for
international cooperation in the 21st century. This Report examines why
governments use non-tariff measures and services measures and the extent
to which these measures may distort international trade.

2012

The ever-growing number of preferential trade agreements (PTAs) is a
prominent feature of international trade. This Report describes the historical
development of PTAs and the current landscape of agreements. It examines
why PTAs are established, their economic effects, the contents of the PTAs,
and the interaction between PTAs and the multilateral trading system.

Al This Report focuses on trade in natural resources, such as fuels, forestry,
T ] mining and fisheries. It examines the characteristics of trade in natural
resources, the policy choices available to governments and the role of
international cooperation, particularly of the WTO, in the proper management

s
'E. of trade in this sector.

2010

This Report examines the range and role of contingency measures available
in trade agreements. It aims to analyse whether WTO provisions provide a
balance between supplying governments with the necessary flexibility to face
difficult economic situations and adequately defining these in a way that limits
their use for protectionist purposes.

Trade in a globalizing world

WORLD TRADE This Report provides a reminder of the gains from international trade and
RI 8 . . . . . .

" ‘ highlights the challenges arising from higher levels of integration. It addresses
the question of what constitutes and drives globalization, the benefits and
challenges it brings, and the role trade plays in this world of ever-growing inter-
dependency.

2008
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Sixty years of the multilateral trading system: achievements and challenges

2007

2006

L

WORLD TRADE REPORT

On 1 January 2008 the multilateral trading system celebrated its 60"
anniversary. The World Trade Report 2007 celebrates this landmark
anniversary with an in-depth look at the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) and its successor, the WTO - their origins and achievements,
the challenges they have faced, and what the future holds.

Exploring the links between subsidies, trade and the WTO

WORLD TRADE REPORT.

6

L]

This Report focuses on how subsidies are defined, what economic theory can
tell us about subsidies, why governments use subsidies, the most prominent
sectors in which they are applied and the role of the WTO Agreement in
regulating subsidies in international trade.

2005

Trade, standards and the WTO

WORLD TRADE REPORT
CLG (A

D

L]

This Report seeks to shed light on the various functions and consequences of
standards, focusing on the economics of standards in international trade, the
institutional setting for standard-setting and conformity assessment, and the
role of WTO agreements in reconciling the legitimate policy uses of standards
with an open, non-discriminatory trading system.

2004

Coherence

2 g
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This Report focuses on the notion of coherence in analysing interdependent
policies: the interaction between trade and macroeconomic policy, the role of
infrastructure in trade and economic development, domestic market structures,
governance and institutions, and the role of international cooperation in
promoting policy coherence.

Trade and development

This Report focuses on development. It explains the origin of this issue and offers
a framework within which to address the question of the relationship between
trade and development, thereby contributing to more informed discussion.

2003 4 % .
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World Trade Report 2020

In the digital age, a growing number of governments have adopted
policies aimed at boosting growth through innovation and technological
upgrading. The World Trade Report 2020 looks at these trends and at
how trade and the WTO fit with them.

A defining feature of government policies adopted in recent years

has been their support of the transition towards a digital economy.
Trade and trade policies have historically been important engines for
innovation. In particular, the multilateral trading system has contributed
significantly to the global diffusion of innovation and technology by
fostering predictable global market conditions and by underpinning the
development of global value chains. As data become an essential input
in the digital economy, firms rely more on intangible assets than on
physical ones, and digital firms are able to reach global markets faster
without the amount of physical investment previously necessary in
other sectors. Success in the digital economy will depend on openness,
access to information and communication technology (ICT) goods

and services, collaboration on research projects, and the diffusion of
knowledge and new technology.

The World Trade Report 2020 shows that there is a significant role for
international cooperation to make the pursuit of digital development
and technological innovation more effective, while minimizing negative
spill-overs from national policies. The WTO agreements, reached a
quarter of a century ago, have proved to be remarkably forward-
looking in providing a framework that has favoured the development
of ICT-enabled economies across all levels of development. Further
international cooperation at the WTO and elsewhere would enable
continued innovation and reduce trade tensions to help international
markets function more predictably.
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