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1  ARTICLE 17 OF THE AGREEMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE VI OF THE GENERAL 
AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 1994 

1.1  Text of Article 17 

Article 17 
 

Consultation and Dispute Settlement 
 
 17.1  Except as otherwise provided herein, the Dispute Settlement Understanding is 

applicable to consultations and the settlement of disputes under this Agreement. 
 
 17.2  Each Member shall afford sympathetic consideration to, and shall afford adequate 

opportunity for consultation regarding, representations made by another Member with respect 
to any matter affecting the operation of this Agreement. 

 
 17.3  If any Member considers that any benefit accruing to it, directly or indirectly, under 

this Agreement is being nullified or impaired, or that the achievement of any objective is being 
impeded, by another Member or Members, it may, with a view to reaching a mutually 
satisfactory resolution of the matter, request in writing consultations with the Member or 
Members in question. Each Member shall afford sympathetic consideration to any request from 
another Member for consultation. 

 
 17.4  If the Member that requested consultations considers that the consultations 

pursuant to paragraph 3 have failed to achieve a mutually agreed solution, and if final action 
has been taken by the administering authorities of the importing Member to levy definitive 
anti-dumping duties or to accept price undertakings, it may refer the matter to the Dispute 
Settlement Body ("DSB"). When a provisional measure has a significant impact and the 
Member that requested consultations considers that the measure was taken contrary to the 
provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 7, that Member may also refer such matter to the DSB. 

 
 17.5  The DSB shall, at the request of the complaining party, establish a panel to examine 

the matter based upon: 
 

(i) a written statement of the Member making the request indicating how a 
benefit accruing to it, directly or indirectly, under this Agreement has been 
nullified or impaired, or that the achieving of the objectives of the Agreement 
is being impeded, and 

 
(ii) the facts made available in conformity with appropriate domestic procedures 

to the authorities of the importing Member. 
 

 17.6  In examining the matter referred to in paragraph 5: 
 

(i) in its assessment of the facts of the matter, the panel shall determine whether 
the authorities' establishment of the facts was proper and whether their 
evaluation of those facts was unbiased and objective. If the establishment of 
the facts was proper and the evaluation was unbiased and objective, even 
though the panel might have reached a different conclusion, the evaluation 
shall not be overturned; 
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(ii) the panel shall interpret the relevant provisions of the Agreement in 
accordance with customary rules of interpretation of public international law. 
Where the panel finds that a relevant provision of the Agreement admits of 
more than one permissible interpretation, the panel shall find the authorities' 
measure to be in conformity with the Agreement if it rests upon one of those 
permissible interpretations. 

 
 17.7  Confidential information provided to the panel shall not be disclosed without formal 

authorization from the person, body or authority providing such information. Where such 
information is requested from the panel but release of such information by the panel is not 
authorized, a non-confidential summary of the information, authorized by the person, body or 
authority providing the information, shall be provided. 

 
1.2  Ministerial Declaration on Dispute Settlement Pursuant to the Agreement on 
Implementation of Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 
(Anti-Dumping Agreement) or the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures 
(SCM Agreement) 

1. At the Ministerial Conference in Marrakesh on 15 April 1994, the Ministers adopted the 
Declaration on Dispute Settlement Pursuant to the Anti-Dumping Agreement or the SCM Agreement, 
which states: 

 "Ministers recognize, with respect to dispute settlement pursuant to the 
Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of GATT 1994 or Part V of the Agreement 
on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, the need for the consistent resolution of 
disputes arising from anti-dumping and countervailing duty measures." 

1.3  Ministerial Decision on Review of Article 17.6 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement 

2. At the Ministerial Conference in Marrakesh on 15 April 1994, the Ministers adopted the 
Decision on Review of Article 17.6 of the Anti-Dumping Agreement, which states: 

"Ministers decide as follows: 

 The standard of review in paragraph 6 of Article 17 of the Agreement on 
Implementation of Article VI of GATT 1994 shall be reviewed after a period of three 
years with a view to considering the question of whether it is capable of general 
application." 

 
 

_____ 
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