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1  ANNEX II OF THE AGREEMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE VII OF THE GENERAL 
AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 1994 

1.1  Text of Annex II 

1.  In accordance with Article 18 of this Agreement, the Technical Committee shall be 
established under the auspices of the CCC with a view to ensuring, at the technical level, 
uniformity in interpretation and application of this Agreement. 

2.  The responsibilities of the Technical Committee shall include the following:  

(a) to examine specific technical problems arising in the day-to-day administration of the 
customs valuation system of Members and to give advisory opinions on appropriate solutions 
based upon the facts presented;  

(b) to study, as requested, valuation laws, procedures and practices as they relate to this 
Agreement and to prepare reports on the results of such studies;  

(c) to prepare and circulate annual reports on the technical aspects of the operation and 
status of this Agreement;  

(d) to furnish such information and advice on any matters concerning the valuation of 
imported goods for customs purposes as may be requested by any Member or the 
Committee. Such information and advice may take the form of advisory opinions, 
commentaries or explanatory notes;  

(e) to facilitate, as requested, technical assistance to Members with a view to furthering the 
international acceptance of this Agreement; 

(f) to carry out an examination of a matter referred to it by a panel under Article 19 of this 
Agreement; and  

(g) to exercise such other responsibilities as the Committee may assign to it. 

General  

3.  The Technical Committee shall attempt to conclude its work on specific matters, especially 
those referred to it by Members, the Committee or a panel, in a reasonably short period of 
time. As provided in paragraph 4 of Article 19, a panel shall set a specific time period for 
receipt of a report of the Technical Committee and the Technical Committee shall provide its 
report within that period.  

4.  The Technical Committee shall be assisted as appropriate in its activities by the CCC 
Secretariat.  

Representation 

5.  Each Member shall have the right to be represented on the Technical Committee. Each 
Member may nominate one delegate and one or more alternates to be its representatives on 
the Technical Committee. Such a Member so represented on the Technical Committee is 
referred to in this Annex as a "member of the Technical Committee". Representatives of 
members of the Technical Committee may be assisted by advisers. The WTO Secretariat may 
also attend such meetings with observer status.  

6.  Members of the CCC which are not Members of the WTO may be represented at meetings 
of the Technical Committee by one delegate and one or more alternates. Such representatives 
shall attend meetings of the Technical Committee as observers.  



WTO ANALYTICAL INDEX  
Customs Valuation Agreement – Annex II (Practice) 

 
 

2 
 

7.  Subject to the approval of the Chairman of the Technical Committee, the Secretary-General 
of the CCC (referred to in this Annex as "the Secretary-General") may invite representatives 
of governments which are neither Members of the WTO nor members of the CCC and 
representatives of international governmental and trade organizations to attend meetings of 
the Technical Committee as observers.  

8.  Nominations of delegates, alternates and advisers to meetings of the Technical Committee 
shall be made to the Secretary-General.  

Technical Committee Meetings 

9.  The Technical Committee shall meet as necessary but at least two times a year. The date 
of each meeting shall be fixed by the Technical Committee at its preceding session. The date 
of the meeting may be varied either at the request of any member of the Technical Committee 
concurred in by a simple majority of the members of the Technical Committee or, in cases 
requiring urgent attention, at the request of the Chairman. Notwithstanding the provisions in 
sentence 1 of this paragraph, the Technical Committee shall meet as necessary to consider 
matters referred to it by a panel under the provisions of Article 19 of this Agreement.  

10. The meetings of the Technical Committee shall be held at the headquarters of the CCC 
unless otherwise decided.  

11. The Secretary-General shall inform all members of the Technical Committee and those 
included under paragraphs 6 and 7 at least 30 days in advance, except in urgent cases, of the 
opening date of each session of the Technical Committee.  

Agenda 

12. A provisional agenda for each session shall be drawn up by the Secretary-General and 
circulated to the members of the Technical Committee and to those included under paragraphs 
6 and 7 at least 30 days in advance of the session, except in urgent cases. This agenda shall 
comprise all items whose inclusion has been approved by the Technical Committee during its 
preceding session, all items included by the Chairman on the Chairman's own initiative, and 
all items whose inclusion has been requested by the Secretary-General, by the Committee or 
by any member of the Technical Committee.  

13. The Technical Committee shall determine its agenda at the opening of each 
session. During the session the agenda may be altered at any time by the Technical 
Committee.  

Officers and Conduct of Business 

14. The Technical Committee shall elect from among the delegates of its members a Chairman 
and one or more Vice-Chairmen. The Chairman and Vice-Chairmen shall each hold office for 
a period of one year. The retiring Chairman and Vice-Chairmen are eligible for re-election. The 
mandate of a Chairman or Vice-Chairman who no longer represents a member of the Technical 
Committee shall terminate automatically.  

15. If the Chairman is absent from any meeting or part thereof, a Vice-Chairman shall 
preside. In that event, the latter shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairman.  

16. The Chairman of the meeting shall participate in the proceedings of the Technical 
Committee as such and not as the representative of a member of the Technical Committee.  

17. In addition to exercising the other powers conferred upon the Chairman by these rules, 
the Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting, direct the discussion, 
accord the right to speak, and, pursuant to these rules, have control of the proceedings. The 
Chairman may also call a speaker to order if the speaker's remarks are not relevant.  

18. During discussion of any matter a delegation may raise a point of order. In this event, the 
Chairman shall immediately state a ruling. If this ruling is challenged, the Chairman shall 
submit it to the meeting for decision and it shall stand unless overruled.  

19. The Secretary-General, or officers of the CCC Secretariat designated by the 
Secretary-General, shall perform the secretarial work of meetings of the Technical 
Committee.  
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Quorum and Voting  

20.  Representatives of a simple majority of the members of the Technical Committee shall 
constitute a quorum.  

21. Each member of the Technical Committee shall have one vote. A decision of the Technical 
Committee shall be taken by a majority comprising at least two thirds of the members 
present. Regardless of the outcome of the vote on a particular matter, the Technical 
Committee shall be free to make a full report to the Committee and to the CCC on that matter 
indicating the different views expressed in the relevant discussions. Notwithstanding the 
above provisions of this paragraph, on matters referred to it by a panel, the Technical 
Committee shall take decisions by consensus. Where no agreement is reached in the Technical 
Committee on the question referred to it by a panel, the Technical Committee shall provide a 
report detailing the facts of the matter and indicating the views of the members.  

Languages and Records 

22. The official languages of the Technical Committee shall be English, French and 
Spanish. Speeches or statements made in any of these three languages shall be immediately 
translated into the other official languages unless all delegations agree to dispense with 
translation. Speeches or statements made in any other language shall be translated into 
English, French and Spanish, subject to the same conditions, but in that event the delegation 
concerned shall provide the translation into English, French or Spanish. Only English, French 
and Spanish shall be used for the official documents of the Technical Committee. Memoranda 
and correspondence for the consideration of the Technical Committee must be presented in 
one of the official languages. 

23. The Technical Committee shall draw up a report of all its sessions and, if the Chairman 
considers it necessary, minutes or summary records of its meetings. The Chairman or a 
designee of the Chairman shall report on the work of the Technical Committee at each meeting 
of the Committee and at each meeting of the CCC. 

 

1.2  General 

1. At its 42nd Session in April 2016, the Technical Committee on Customs Valuation adopted new 
working procedures.1 The new procedures include making all Technical Committee working 
documents available immediately to the public. In addition, the Technical Committee adopted a new 
reporting procedure and determined that, in cases where no consensus can be reached, the Technical 
Committee may decide to produce alternative outputs, such as a summary document, in order to 
provide a record of relevant opinions or background information on a particular topic. 

_______ 
 

Current as of: July 2022 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
1 G/VAL/M/62. The text of the new Working Procedures can be found in Annex E to Doc. VT1051E1c 

(VT/42/Apr.2016) (World Customs Organization document). 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/VAL/M62.pdf
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