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1  ARTICLE XVII OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES 

1.1  Text of Article XVII 

Article XVII 
 

National Treatment 
 
 1. In the sectors inscribed in its Schedule, and subject to any conditions and qualifications 

set out therein, each Member shall accord to services and service suppliers of any other 
Member, in respect of all measures affecting the supply of services, treatment no less 
favourable than that it accords to its own like services and service suppliers.10 

 
 (footnote original) 10 Specific commitments assumed under this Article shall not be construed 

to require any Member to compensate for any inherent competitive disadvantages which 
result from the foreign character of the relevant services or service suppliers. 

  
 2. A Member may meet the requirement of paragraph 1 by according to services and 

service suppliers of any other Member, either formally identical treatment or formally 
different treatment to that it accords to its own like services and service suppliers. 

 
 3. Formally identical or formally different treatment shall be considered to be less 

favourable if it modifies the conditions of competition in favour of services or service 
suppliers of the Member compared to like services or service suppliers of any other Member. 

 
1.2  General 

1.2.1  Electronic commerce 

1. With respect to the application of Article XVII to electronic commerce, see the Progress Report 
adopted by the Council for Trade in Services in the context of the Work Programme on Electronic 
Commerce on 19 July 1999.1 

___ 
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1 S/L/74, paras. 17-18. 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/L/74.pdf
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