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1  ARTICLE 7 OF THE AGREEMENT ON SAFEGUARDS 

1.1  Text of Article 7 

Article 7 
 

Duration and Review of Safeguard Measures 
 

 1. A Member shall apply safeguard measures only for such period of time as may be 
necessary to prevent or remedy serious injury and to facilitate adjustment. The period shall not 
exceed four years, unless it is extended under paragraph 2. 
 

 2. The period mentioned in paragraph 1 may be extended provided that the competent 
authorities of the importing Member have determined, in conformity with the procedures set out 
in Articles 2, 3, 4 and 5, that the safeguard measure continues to be necessary to prevent or 
remedy serious injury and that there is evidence that the industry is adjusting, and provided 
that the pertinent provisions of Articles 8 and 12 are observed. 
 

 3. The total period of application of a safeguard measure including the period of application 
of any provisional measure, the period of initial application and any extension thereof, shall not 
exceed eight years. 
 

 4. In order to facilitate adjustment in a situation where the expected duration of a safeguard 
measure as notified under the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 12 is over one year, the 
Member applying the measure shall progressively liberalize it at regular intervals during the 
period of application. If the duration of the measure exceeds three years, the Member applying 
such a measure shall review the situation not later than the mid-term of the measure and, if 
appropriate, withdraw it or increase the pace of liberalization. A measure extended under 
paragraph 2 shall not be more restrictive than it was at the end of the initial period, and should 
continue to be liberalized. 
 

 5. No safeguard measure shall be applied again to the import of a product which has been 
subject to such a measure, taken after the date of entry into force of the WTO Agreement, for 
a period of time equal to that during which such measure had been previously applied, provided 
that the period of non-application is at least two years. 
 

 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 5, a safeguard measure with a duration of 
180 days or less may be applied again to the import of a product if: 

 
(a) at least one year has elapsed since the date of introduction of a safeguard 

measure on the import of that product; and 
 

(b) such a safeguard measure has not been applied on the same product more than 
twice in the five-year period immediately preceding the date of introduction of 
the measure. 

 
1.2  Article 7.2: Format for notifications 

1. At its meeting of 19 October 2009, the Committee on Safeguards approved a format for 
information to be provided upon initiation of a review pursuant to Article 7.2 of the Agreement on 
Safeguards regarding the extension of a safeguard measure.1 

___ 
Current as of: June 2024 

 
1 G/SG/M/36, item D. For the document symbol of the latest format, see text regarding Article 12 

(section 1.2.1). 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/SG/M36.pdf
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