
BLOCKCHAIN: OPPORTUNITIES AND
CHALLENGES FOR PROCEDURES OF
RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN
QUALIFICATIONS

Symposium on Global Trade and 
Blockchain

WTO, Geneva

3 December 2019

Prof. Christian Pauletto,
International University in Geneva 
(IUG)



OUTLINE

1. Introduction
2. The global economy and transborder

recognition of qualifications
3. State of play in recognition of foreign 

qualifications
4. Issues in recognition of foreign qualifications
5. Potential benefits accruing from DLT
6. Possible configurations of platforms
7. Implementation challenges
8. Conclusion





INTRODUCTION

Globalisation
More competition
More technology-based
Number and diversity of degrees



THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND TRANSBORDER
RECOGNITION OF QUALIFICATIONS (1)

Movement of natural persons; labour 
mobility; migration. Its importance for 
developing countries

Other motives for recognition: cross-
border trade in services; transnational 
companies.

North-North, South-North, North-
South, South-South.



THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND TRANSBORDER
RECOGNITION OF QUALIFICATIONS (2)

Recognition: a trade policy 
priority of developing countries
Technical occupations, health-

care related occupations



STATE OF PLAY IN RECOGNITION OF
FOREIGN QUALIFICATION

Purpose
Classes of recognition
International frameworks
State accreditation systems and 

state qualifications
International trade agreements



ISSUES IN RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN
QUALIFICATIONS, TRUST

Sensitive professions
EU’s Internal Market 

Information System (IMI)
Notarisation and legalisation
Hague Convention Abolishing 

the Requirement of Legalisation
for Foreign Public Documents



ISSUES IN RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN
QUALIFICATIONS, INFORMATION

Importance of exchange of 
information

Direct contact
Difficulty to assess the level of 

qualifications
Especially difficult for further

education
Curricula, requirements and 

assessments



POTENTIAL BENEFITS ACCRUING FROM DLT

Build trust
Transparency
Work flows of authorities
Withdrawals
Overview of recognitions granted
Under what conditions recognition 

was granted
More caution on: rejection of 

applications



POSSIBLE CONFIGURATIONS OF PLATFORMS

Different platforms
Different technologies
Permissioned distributed ledger system
 Interoperability needed, may be achieved 

at different levels
 Inter-ledger interoperability (ITU)



IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES

Regulatory standardization/interoperability
 Semantic standardization/interoperability
 Technical standardization/interoperability
 Participants in the DLT scheme; critical mass
 Parallel systems
Avoid fragmentation
 Limited capacity to interface with other DLT 

protocols, legacy databases and non-DLT 
systems

 Protection of personal data; encryption to 
prevent individualisation

 Liability
Cost/Benefit ratio



Conclusion



Thank you for your 
attention

cpauletto@iun.ch


	Blockchain: Opportunities and Challenges for Procedures of Recognition of Foreign Qualifications
	Outline
	Slide Number 3
	Introduction
	The global economy and transborder recognition of qualifications (1)
	The global economy and transborder recognition of qualifications (2)
	State of play in recognition of foreign qualification
	Issues in recognition of foreign qualifications, trust
	Issues in recognition of foreign qualifications, information
	Potential benefits accruing from DLT
	Possible configurations of platforms
	Implementation challenges
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14

