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Gilles Carbonnier is the Vice-President of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
since 2018. He is also professor of development economics at the Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies in Geneva.  
 

He holds a doctorate in economics from the University of Neuchâtel and has worked in three 
main fields over the past 30 years: development economics, humanitarian action and international 
trade. His expertise is on commodity trade and natural resource governance, development finance 
and the political economy of armed conflict and humanitarian action. His latest book is Humanitarian 
Economics: War, Disaster and the Global Aid Market (Oxford University Press & Hurst, 2016). 
 

Prior to joining the Graduate Institute, Gilles worked with the ICRC in the field from 1989 to 
1991. Between 1992 and 1996, he was in charge of international trade negotiations under the 
Uruguay Round (GATT/WTO) and economic development programmes for the Swiss State Secretariat 
for Economic Affairs. 
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