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Statement on behalf of the Recently Acceded Members by the Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu 
at the Informal TNC Meeting
Monday 21 July, 2008
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Let me first speak on behalf of the group of Recently-Acceded Members (RAMs), I would like to record our appreciation for your great efforts at guiding the negotiating process thus far. We have now reached a critical milestone on the road to what will hopefully be a successful and balanced outcome to the Doha round.  The RAMs group believes that an early conclusion to this round will benefit all Members, and send out a much-needed positive message to help counter the currently depressing forecasts for the global economy.  Therefore, we stand ready to work with you and fellow-Members to ensure that we get a positive result over these coming days.
The RAMs all undertook extensive market access commitments in the course of their accessions, and many of these are still being implemented. We thank the Membership for having recognized our special situation. The most recent draft texts from the Ag. and NAMA Chairs are helpful in addressing some of our legitimate concerns. However, we are not entirely happy with the arrangements for the negotiating process this week, and we are anxious to ensure that our remaining concerns will be addressed in a satisfactory manner. We therefore seek assurances that our group will be fully informed and consulted when the RAMs issues are discussed during the consultation stages.
Let me now summarize the RAMs’ main  concerns and views as follows:
First on NAMA:

· The average bound rate of the RAMs (10.29%) on NAMA is almost 3 times lower than the average of other developing Members (28.9%), and their bound rates are alomst equal to their applied rate. That’s why the Ministers have instructed Members to provide RAMs with special provision on tariff reduction in this round.  In this context, the current text has not fully respected the mandate: the treatment proposed to the RAMs applying formula cut, is only on the time-frame aspect. Those RAMs are extremely disappointed with it.

· Furthermore, the RAMs insist on the final modalities being fair and balanced, the additional tariff reduction flexibility requested by those RAMs, should be addressed in the final modalities, in order to properly tackle their problems. The RAMs will have difficulty to accept an agreement failing to accommodate their needs.  

Second on Agriculture:

· There should be greater a moderation of the tariff reduction rates for the RAMs, given the very low average binding tariff of the RAMs. Specifically, the level of moderation in each tier should be at least 10 ad valorem percentage points; and the simple average cut of 24% granted to SVEs in paragraph 121 of the Chair’s text should be moderated by 3% for the SVE/RAMs.
· In addition, the modalities should clearly specify that all the RAMs should at least have 1/3 more in the number of sensitive products and 1/3 less in TRQ expansion as compared to developed Members.  In addition, all the RAMs should have recourse to SSM.
Next point I want to make is that, we would urge you, Mr. Chair, on both areas of NAMA and Ag., to include Mongolia in the list of small, low-income RAMs with economies in transition.
As for Services:

We appreciate the tremendous efforts made by the Chair of the CTS Special Session in putting forward a roadmap to finalize the negotiations on services, which we hope can serve as a useful basis to give the stalled negotiations a fresh momentum. We welcome the fact that Members have recognized the special situation of the RAMs, and reiterate our request that this be properly taken into account in the DDA negotiations.
Mr. Chairman, the RAMs want to see an ambitious and balanced result for this Round. Despite the huge down-payments already made in the course of our recent accessions, we are still prepared to take one more reasonable step forward in this Round. Therefore, we hope and trust that, under your guidance, the negotiations will be conducted with strict impartiality, that all Members will be kept fully informed throughout the negotiating process, and that the RAMs’ legitimate concerns are duly reflected in the final outcome.
Now let me speak on behalf of my delegation. I have three points to make.
First on Agriculture, as a net food-importing Member, we have come a long way in agreeing to the tiered formula, which would make deeper cuts on high tariffs, but we cannot accept the notion of tariff-capping and the provision in paragraph 76 that requires extra payment for our higher tariffs. Furthermore, even the lower end of the tariff reduction rates for the top tier, as proposed in the text, would have a devastating effect on our industries.  We therefore would insist on the moderation of the tariff reduction rates, particulary in the higher tiers.  As for Sensitive Products, pursuant to the July Framework Agreement, Members shall be allowed to self-designate any tariff line as sensitive.  Therefore, the second option of paragraph 80 is the only logical solution.   Moreover, we have great concerns that the number of Sensitive Products as proposed in the text is too limited and the payment for deviation is too excessive. On the other hand, given the very high ambition in the market access pillar, we believe Members should be allowed to maintain a reasonable number of SSG, in order to give comfort for them to open up the market.
Second on NAMA, my delegation would reiterate that we need a real market access in this Round. We could reach this objective, not only from the reasonable and balanced formula, but also from the success of sectorals. We would urge every Member to do its contribution.

Thirdly on Services, as services have become essential component  of world economy, we believe the futher liberalization of services can also give the sluggish world economy a needed boost. In this context, we are very much looking forward to the Signalling Conference this Thursday. We hope all participarting Members will deliver more positive signals not only to advance the Doha Round, but also to help global economy.

Mr. Chair, we take note of the need to focuse on resolving Ag and NAMA modalities this week. Therefore, we will not address the other crucial issues, such as Rules, trade facilitation and TRIPs for the time being. We will take your advice to situate the modalities agreement in the context of the Single Undertaking, and come back on these issues when necessary.
In conclusion, as we are a net payer in Ag., we need to see some gains on NAMA and Serivces, among others, in order to be able to come up with a balanced overall package of the Round for our constituency.

I thank you, Mr. Chair.[image: image1.png]
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