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The Role of Climate Clubs in Addressing Trade Related Climate Measures 

Session Description  
 

 
Trade-related climate measures play an increasing role in the climate policy field, and will continue to do so as we 
move towards net-zero. In recent years there has been an increase in resort to unilateral measures, such as the EU 
and UK’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanisms (CBAMs). However, this approach threatens to become a jigsaw 
puzzle of complicated administrative systems that could greatly restrict international trade. This session will focus on 
how climate clubs, coalitions of countries with aligned climate goals, can provide a multilateral or international 
approach to coordinating trade-related climate measures and seeking inter-operability. Discussions will cover topics 
such as the potential benefits and challenges of climate clubs and how they could function in practice, as well as a 
survey of existing efforts in this space. The expected outcomes include identifying new models for international 
cooperation on climate and trade and exploring climate clubs as an option for better coordinating national-level trade-
related climate measures. 
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