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Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border 
Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

www.unescap.org/projects/cpta

In line with its mandate to support trade facilitation and promote cross-border 
paperless trade, ESCAP & the International Chamber Commerce have created a 
Cross-border paperless Trade Database, as included in the road map for the 
implementation of the provisions listed in the Framework Agreement on 
Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific. 



Cross-Border Paperless Trade Database : Objectives

1. To facilitate the sharing of 
knowledge and expertise gained from 
previous and on-going projects and 
services on cross-border trade 
digitalization with experts, international 
organizations, and stakeholders from 
private and public sectors. 

2. To list all the legal instruments 
available to countries to support the 
development and harmonization of 
legal frameworks in all countries to 
accelerate the implementation of TF 
measures and reduce trade costs

3. To cover the specific implementation instruments 
of different nature used to implement trade 
facilitation measures, in particular international 
standards, industry-specific standards, technical 
recommendations, proprietary systems, etc.

To contribute to the advancement of best practices, standards & innovations on cross-border paperless trade. 
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Thailand - Indonesia - Philippines ePhyto pilot

Source: https://www.digitalizetrade.org/projects/thailand-
indonesia-philippines-ephyto-pilot

This pilot project aims to promote cross-border 

exchange of electronic Phytosanitary (e-Phyto) 

certificates. Indonesia and Thailand are exchanging e-

Phyto certificates since December 2022. Moreover, on 

June 10, 2024, Indonesia and The Philippines have 

successfully conducted the exchange of electronic 

phytosanitary (e- Phyto) certificates.

By actively participating in this initiative, ASEAN 

Member States contribute to streamlining subregional 

trade operations and promoting efficient cross-border 

trade in the region. Tests are ongoing with some other 

ASEAN Member states for other live operations of e-

Phyto certificates.



Singapore and National bank of Cambodia - Financial Transparency Corridor (FTC)

Source: https://www.digitalizetrade.org/projects/singapore-and-national-bank-cambodia-financial-transparency-corridor-ftc

Started in July 2023, this project aims to establish supporting 

digital infrastructures to facilitate trade and cross-border 

related financial services between small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) in Singapore and Cambodia. The supporting 

digital infrastructures under the FTC initiative aims to:

1. Establish a consent-based digital infrastructure to facilitate 

information exchange between participating financial 

institutions in Singapore and Cambodia, to support the 

provision of cross-border financial services to SMEs. 

2. 2. Support financial institutions’ loan assessments for trade 

financing and an SME’s compliance with anti-money 

laundering rules to mitigate risks and potential trade 

disputes.
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UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records Tracker (MLETR)

The Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records (MLETR) aims to enable the legal use of electronic transferable records both 
domestically and across borders. The MLETR applies to electronic transferable records that are functionally equivalent to transferable 
documents or instruments. Transferable documents or instruments typically include bills of lading, bills of exchange, promissory notes and 
warehouse receipts (source: UNCITRAL).

8 stages have been identified to track the adoption of the MLETR:

The MLETR Tracker measures 
the progress made by countries 
in complying with this model by 
using these 8 stages 

By a resolution adopted by the General Assembly in 2017

https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/ecommerce/modellaw/electronic_transferable_records


UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records Tracker (MLETR Tracker)
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To list all data elements to comply with the MLETR, ICC 
Digital Standards Initiative’s Key Trade Document and Data 
Elements (KTDDE) Working Group promotes the 
interoperability of the digital representation of key trade 
documents and the definitions of their data elements. To 
produce the KTDDE, the working group focused on two 
points: a key trade data glossary and a key documents 
analysis.

Key Trade Documents and Data Elements (KTDDE)



Key Trade Documents and Data Elements (KTDDE)

Key Trade Data Glossary, example with a Bill of Lading:

Data elements
To include in 
the key trade 
document

Unique identification 
number (UID) of the 
data element specified 
in the Key Trade Doc.

Description of the 
Data element

Mandatory
Optional
Conditional



Thank you

digitalizetrade.org


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

