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MSME-Related Language in Regional 
Trade Agreements – September 2019 
Compendium of MSME-related provisions in RTAs: 

“The compendium describes MSME-related provisions in RTAs. It comprises 15 sections corresponding to the 

15 chapters with MSME-related provisions.” 

 15 Chapters 

Cooperation Customs Procedures Transparency 

Government Procurement Intellectual Property Environment 

Investment Administration of RTA Competition 

E-commerce MSMEs Trade in Goods 

Trade in Services Labour Regulatory Coherence 



 “MSME 
language” 
from RTAs 

Organized: 

• By chapter 

• With color-keys 



3 Main Objectives of MSME language in RTAs 

Drive economic growth and integration through greater 
MSME participation in regional and international markets. 

Improve economic competitiveness.  

Achieve sustainable development. 
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MSME references in 
RTAS:  
 
pre-1991 to present 

196 RTAs with MSME-

related prov isions 
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Share of annually notified 

RTAs with MSME measures 

has increased  

• Pre +1990s (0% -40%) 

• Early 2000s (22% - 68%) 

• 2010 – present (54%-100%) 
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MSME provisions are found 

most frequently in 

chapters on Cooperation 
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7 Pillars of MSME 

Cooperation in 

RTAs 
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MSME DEVELOPMENT 

Productive and export capabilities as well as competitiveness 

 



In the past two years, 

“other” chapters like 
Good Regulatory 

Practices or Rules of Origin 

have entered, which 

combined as have 

outpaced Cooperation. 
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RTA Chapters with at least one article referencing SMEs, by 

year 
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How to Access the report 
and Database: 

1. From the WTO Small 
business and trade 
webpage access the 
MSME provisions in 
regional trade 
agreements. 

2. From the MSME 
provisions in regional 
trade agreements 
page, the report, 
database, and 
updated graphics are 
available. 

 

2019 
Report 

Database 

https://www.wto.org/engli
sh/tratop_e/msmesandtra
_e/rtaprovisions_e.htm 

 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/msmesandtra_e/rtaprovisions_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/msmesandtra_e/rtaprovisions_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/msmesandtra_e/rtaprovisions_e.htm


THANK YOU 


