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Policy brief and updated technical guidance — international travel in the context of COVID-19

What is new?

Technical considerations for implementing a risk-based
approach to international travel in the context of COVID-19

Interim guidance

Annex to: Policy considerations for implementing
a risk-based approach to international travel in

the context of COVID-19
2 July 2021

World Health
Organization

+  Duing tho COVID-15 pemseenic, imtern]
sy amd i

smargamcs of variams of concam (V00
+ Proofof COVIDHI9 vacciaion should:

o o tesing,
+ Thecverall baalth 5
implamanting imrmtion wvelalind

‘As tha OOVID-19 pandcsic comimuos o sl
CoV-2 aunciamd with imsarmsional wavel. o
egikemiologic cotuw: and capacities can Exigm|
agpach to inmemational sl is seedod

Ths Wi Health Orgenization (WHD) advises ]
‘wiich shoeld iclndo amar 2nd Inemiter
of el parsamns] {sach 2 emargey respand

tramport and secaity sactors such as seafwers) v
2 ol — sl ot b impodod by berdar cloverd

World Health
Organization

Policy considerations for implementing a risk-based
approach to international travel in the context of
COVID-19
2 July 2021

Countries across the world are facing diverse epidemiological situations with varying response
capacities and access to life saving tools. The Werld Health Organization (WHO) recommends that
national authorities continue to apply a risk-based approach when implementing measures related
0 COVID-19 and intemational travel while respecting the dignity, human rights and fundamental
freedoms of travellers. This approach should consider the risk posed by travel for the importation
and exportation of cases in the context of the evolving epidemiclogy, including the emergence and
circulation of virus variants of concern; the expansion of the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out; and
lessons learned while responding to the pandemic, including on the early detection and
management of cases and the application of public heaith and social measures

n December 2020, WHO published the interim guidance document Considerations for
implementing a risk-based approach to international travel in the context of COVID-19 (1). Since
its publication there have been important developments that have had 2 considerable impact on
the epidemiology of the disease and the public hesith capacities of countries to respond

) The emergence of SARS-CoV-2 virus variants of concern (VOCs) (2), which are more
transmissible, may cause more severe disease and/or may lead to possile immune escape.
There is increased knowledge and evidence on the effectiveness of public health and
social measures in controlling transmission, including of SARS-CoV-2 VOGS (3).

) There are increasing levels of protection of the general population through natural infection
and vaccine-derived immunity via roll out of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines (4).
Vaccines have shown high levels of protective efficacy against COVID-19, and data is
emerging that they also reduce transmission 0f SARS-GOV-2. At the present time, vaccines
against COVID-19 are not availzble across all countries or accessible 10 all population groups
‘within countries. There are also rising levels of infection-derived immunity (5), which
reflects the intensity with which the virus has circulated and the use of comprehensive
control measures

Based on growing experiences from countries, natianal authorities continue to review and
adjust their travel-related measures to facilitate non-essential international travel, in
addition to pricritizing international trave for essential purposes as defined by national
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Guidance on how to consider variants of the SARS-CoV-2
virus in the risk assessment

Considerations to exempt from testing and/or quarantine
requirements to travellers with vaccine-induced or natural
Immunity

>

Updated body of evidence on effectiveness and impact of risk
mitigation measures




Policy brief and updated technical guidance — key messages (1)

 Arisk-based approach to international travel should continue to be applied, taking into account risk of
importation/exportation in the context of the evolving epidemiology; increase of vaccine-induced and natural
iImmunity; lessons learnt on the use of PHSMs, IPC, early detection and management of cases.

* International travellers are not COVID-19 cases or contacts by default and should not be a priority group
for SARS-CoV-2 testing, particularly in resource-limited contexts.

« At all times, the use of risk mitigation measures should be risk-based and regularly reviewed to ensure they
are proportionate and lifted when no longer necessary.

« Travel for essential purposes should continue to be prioritized.

« The dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms of travellers should be respected as per the
provisions in the IHR (2005).



Policy brief and updated technical guidance — key messages (2)

* Proof of COVID-19 vaccination should not be required as a condition for entry or exit.

« Exemptions to testing and/or quarantine requirements may be provided to travellers who:

a. were fully vaccinated, at least 2 weeks prior to travelling, with COVID-19 vaccines that are WHO EUL-
listed or approved by a stringent regulatory authority;

a. had previous SARS-CoV-2 infection confirmed by rRT-PCR within 6 months prior to travelling and are
no longer infectious.

« Alternatives should be offered for travellers who are unvaccinated or do not have proof of previous infection.

« All travellers should continue adhering to personal protective measures and PHSMs throughout the travel
journey.



8" IHR Emergency Committee COVID-19 (14 Jul 2021)
recommendations for international travel and its implementation

To State Parties

Continue a risk-based approach to facilitate international travel and share information with WHO on use of travel
measures and their public health rationale. In accordance with the IHR, measures (e.g. masking, testing,
isolation/quarantine, and vaccination) should be based on risk assessments, consider local circumstances, and avoid placing
the financial burden on international travellers in accordance with Article 40 of the IHR. Link to WHO guidance.

Do NOT require proof of vaccination against COVID-19 for international travel as the only pathway or condition permitting
international travel, given limited global access and inequitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. Link to WHO interim
position paper. State Parties should consider a risk-based approach to the facilitation of international travel by lifting
measures, such as testing and/or quarantine requirements, when appropriate, in accordance with the WHO guidance. Link
to WHO guidance.

Recognize all COVID-19 vaccines that have received WHO Emergency Use Listing in the context of international travel. In
addition, States Parties are encouraged to include information on COVID-19 status, in accordance with WHO guidance,
within the WHO booklet containing the International Certificate of Vaccination and Prophylaxis; and to use the digitized
version when available.



https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-Risk-based-international-travel-2021.1
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/interim-position-paper-considerations-regarding-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination-for-international-travellers
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-Risk-based-international-travel-2021.1
https://www.who.int/teams/regulation-prequalification/eul/covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-Policy-Brief-Risk-based-international-travel-2021.1
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document COVID-19 related certificates
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