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Session 6:  

Overview of Members’ level 

implementation of the SPS 

transparency provisions 



Transparency Elements 

 Obligations 
1. Notification of draft SPS regulations 

2. Designation of notification authority 

3. Establishment of enquiry point 

4. Publication of SPS regulations 

 

 Beyond obligations 
o Taking advantage of notifications 
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SPS Agreement: 
Article 7  
Annex B 

  
 

G/SPS/7/Rev.3 



Notifying Members 

 125 Members (76%) out of 164 have submitted 

at least 1 notification to the WTO 

 

 2 more than last year:  

o Rwanda 

o Seychelles 
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Notifications submitted: 
1995 – 15 September 2017 

21,888 



Notifications by Developing 
Country Members (including 
LDCs) 1995 – 15 September 2017 
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Share of Total Notifications Submitted by 
Developing Country Members (including LDCs) 
 

68% 
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Notifications by geographical 
region: 2000 – 15 September 2017 
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Active Notifiers 
since 1995 
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Active Notifiers 
16 Sept. 2016 – 15 Sept. 2017 
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Regular notifications referring to a 

relevant international standard 
16 Sept. 2016 – 15 Sept. 2017 
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Emergency notifications referring to a 

relevant international standard 
16 Sept. 2016 – 15 Sept. 2017 
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Proposed dates provided in regular 

notifications 
16 Sept. 2016 – 15 Sept. 2017 

For adoption 26% 

For publication 25% 

For entry into force 22% 
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Comment period provided in regular 

notifications 
16 Sept. 2016 – 15 Sept. 2017 

All Members 

 No. Share 
No. of regular notifications 849 - 

Comment period not indicated/not available 158 19% 
Comment period ends before distribution date 4 0.4% 

Comment period available 689 81% 
Average comment period  52 

Developed country Members 

 No. Share 

No. of regular notifications 305 - 
Comment period not indicated/not available 86 28% 
Comment period ends before distribution date 2 0.6% 
Comment period available 218 71% 

Average comment period 60 

Developing country Members 

 No. Share 

No. of regular notifications 544 - 
Comment period not indicated/not available 72 13% 
Comment period ends before distribution date 2 0.4% 

Comment period available 471 87% 

Average comment period 48 

 



For more information 

Overview regarding the level of 
implementation of the transparency 

provisions of the SPS Agreement 

 

G/SPS/GEN/804/Rev.10 
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THANK YOU! 
 

 

 

SPS Gateway 

http://www.wto.org/sps 

http://www.wto.org/sps

