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ClinicalTrials.gov Overview



What is 
Clinical 
Trials.gov? 



ClinicalTrials.gov 
Homepage

Features:

• Tabular menu 
content

• Links to an important 
disclaimer and 
information about 
the risks and benefits 
of study participation

• Targeted information 
for different types of 
users

• Basic and advanced 
search options
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ClinicalTrials.gov 
Search List

Features:

• Side bar with 
options to refine 
the search

• Ability to 
show/hide 
columns

• Tabs to access 
additional search 
characteristics



ClinicalTrials.gov 
Study Record 
Example



Submission of 
Studies for 
Posting to 
ClinicalTrials.gov

Sponsors and Investigators:

• Submit study information to 
ClinicalTrials.gov via the Protocol 
Registration and Results System (PRS)

ClinicalTrials.gov review staff:

• Perform quality control (QC) review 
to identify apparent errors, 
deficiencies, and inconsistencies

• Process registration information within 5 business days
• Perform reviews of applicable clinical trials within 30 

days

QC review is not 
equivalent to peer 
review:

Submissions are 
not verified 
against external 
sources (e.g., the 
full study protocol)



Benefits of 
Comprehensive 
Registration and 
Results 
Reporting

All contribute to 
increased public 
trust in clinical 
research

• Honor commitment to participants that 

their contributions will advance science; 

support enrollment

• Mitigate publication bias

• Advance stewardship and accountability

• Identify unmet research needs

• Facilitate complete reporting

• Avoid unnecessary study duplication

• Evaluate research integrity

• Support evidence-based medicine



Accessing COVID-19 Studies



NIH Director’s Statement (10 November 2020) 
- Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D., Former Director, National Institutes of Health



COVID-19: Links to Resources, Search Filters



COVID-19: Links to Resources, Search Filters

Additional links:
• Filter search results for federally-funded COVID-19 studies
• Provide NIH COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines
• Categorize COVID-19 studies by location, funder, 

vaccine/drug, etc. (“Views of Listed COVID-19 Studies (Beta)”)



ClinicalTrials.gov and COVID-19 Information

ClinicalTrials.gov serves as a centralized resource for COVID-19 clinical research: 

• There are over 7,550 COVID-19–related study records on ClinicalTrials.gov as of 
February 2022

• And nearly 6,000 COVID-19–related studies from World Health Organization portal

• Registration information is processed within 2 business days

• Results reviews are expedited and performed within 7 days of submission

• “Responses to Top Questions from Responsible Parties Related to Coronavirus (COVID-
19)” was last updated May 2021 and is provided on the Support Materials page 
(Submit Studies tab)

• See: https://prsinfo.clinicaltrials.gov/TopQuestionsFromResponsibleParties-Covid19.pdf

https://prsinfo.clinicaltrials.gov/TopQuestionsFromResponsibleParties-Covid19.pdf


Modernization Effort



Trial information, 
resources, and tools 
provide value to the 
research ecosystem.

Clinical trial 
information is current, 
complete, and reliable. 

Vision for Modernization

Anyone can easily find 
and use information 
about clinical trials. 

ClinicalTrials.gov serves as an essential, integral, and trusted part of the 
research ecosystem to advance medical knowledge.
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EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS INTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS

Data Submitters

Data Researchers

Patients and Their Advocates Policy and Oversight Teams 

Information Specialists, 
Reviewers, and Developers 

Who do we impact? 



Accessing the Modernized Public Site



Modernized Public Site



Modernized Search List
Classic Site Modernized Site



Modernized Study Record
Classic Site Modernized Site



Stay Up to Date 
with
Hot Off the PRS!

• Email bulletin

• Provides timely updates for 
PRS users on new information 
about the PRS and 
ClinicalTrials.gov

• Sign up here: 
https://bit.ly/33qcZBb

https://bit.ly/33qcZBb


Thank you!



Major Milestones Related to ClinicalTrials.gov

The U.S. passed a law 
(FDA Modernization 
Act of 1997) to create 
ClinicalTrials.gov

Medical journal 
editors required 
sponsors and 
investigators to make 
clinical trials 
available on public 
databases

U.S. law (FDA 
Amendments Act of 
2007) required more 
types of trials and 
more information 
about trials on 
ClinicalTrials.gov

The revised Common 
Rule (45 CFR 46) 
required public 
posting of an 
informed consent 
form for government-
funded studies

ClinicalTrials.gov 
launched for the 
public

The World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
created a policy for 
reporting of clinical 
trial information

The 
ClinicalTrials.gov 
results database 
launched for the 
public

The U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Final 
Rule went into effect

- AND -
NIH policy required 
NIH-funded clinical 
trials to be listed on 
ClinicalTrials.gov


